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The Effects of Teaching Style: Experiential Learning vs. Traditional Lecture
Samantha Armstrong, Katie Elliott, Jennifer Gilmartin, Undergraduate Students
Sharon Todd, Associate Professor, Recreation and Leisure Studies
Understanding benefits of various teaching styles can improve the effectiveness of the learning
process in educational and recreational settings. This study assessed whether a teaching style
incorporating experiential learning facilitates more positive learning outcomes than traditional
formal lecture. A purposive sample of 14 SUNY Cortland students who were enrolled in a
course primarily incorporating experiential learning methods completed a 3-page survey at the
end of the semester. These students acted as their own controls by comparing a previous lecture
class experience with their current experiential learning course. Results indicate that although
knowledge gains do not differ significantly between the two styles, experiential teaching style
yields significantly higher effects than traditional lecture for both interest in and application of
course material. Students involved in experiential learning are also more likely to read other
books related to course material and volunteer outside of class as a result of their learning
experience.
Reliability and Validity of NYS Volleyball Knowledge Assessment
John Foley, Assistant Professor, Physical Education
Jo Ellen Bailey, Assistant Professor, Physical Education
Matt Librock, Seth Novick, Undergraduate Students
School-based evaluation should consist of reliable and valid tests. The New York State
Association for Health, Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance has developed a standardized
assessment system to provide commencement level student achievement data. The rubrics, which
are important in determining student competency, measure all three domains: psychomotor,
cognitive, and affective. Sixty-eight pre-service teachers used the assessment system to evaluate
each other on their application of rules within a 3-versus-3 volleyball game. The pre-service
teachers also completed a 10-point cognitive written test on volleyball rules. An important
component of test trustworthiness is the accuracy in which two instructors perceive and evaluate
the same performance. The usefulness of the test results depends upon the degree of the
observers' subjective interpretations. Results indicated that the NYS rubric was not a reliable or
valid assessment of volleyball rules knowledge.
Children's Inferencing Skills during Discourse
Marissa Zercie, Kristen Perrone, Undergraduate Students
Preschool children (language impaired and typically developing) watched videos depicting
common scenarios. Immediately following each scenario, children labeled an object that either
had been stated, or was related to the story. Children named the objects significantly slower
when the object was to be inferred but wasn't specifically stated. Results support the
constructionist theory which predicts children don't automatically make predictions when
understanding conversations. Clinical implications will be discussed.
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The Best Way to travel to the Library from Park Center

Joshua Davis, Graduate Student
Jim Hokanson, Assistant Professor, Exercise Science and Sport Studies
Maintaining a healthy weight is important, but who has time to exercise. The answer is
'everyone'. There are many creative ways to burn calories without going to the gym. The
purpose of this study was to find the best way (in terms of minimal commute time and maximal
caloric expenditure) for a SUNY Cortland student to travel from Park Center to the library.
Sixteen SUNY Cortland students each made the trip using three different methods; walking,
taking the bus, and riding a yellow bike. Data was collected on their commute times and heart
rates each time they made the trip. Average commute times and caloric expenditures were
estimated from this information. The study found that the best method of travel was riding a
yellow bike, as it yielded greater estimated caloric expenditures per minute and shorter average
commute times.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS III
1:30-2:45 p.m.
Young Scholars at Work: Writing Projects from Students in ENG 418: American Realism
and Naturalism

Steve Dray, Diana Gallagher, Amanda McKenney, Anne Scheftic, Undergraduate
Students
In this informal session, students Steve Dray, Diana Gallagher. Amanda McKenney, and Anne
Scheftic from Knight's upper-level course, ENG 418—Realism and Naturalism in American
Literature—discuss the challenges and strategies for writing seminar papers. They will address
the process of selecting topics, the development of their ideas, the challenges inherent in writing
a longer paper, methods of locating secondary sources, and techniques for revision. The
panelists will also share brief excerpts from their seminar papers, which focus on works by
Theodore Dreiser, Stephen Crane, and Kate Chopin.
GEAR Project: A Corpus-Based Analysis

John Suarez, Coordinator, Service-Learning
Paulo Quaglio, Assistant Professor, International Communications and Culture
In the spring 2006 semester, SUNY Cortland's Writing Program faculty conducted a General
Education Assessment Review as part of its obligations to SUNY Central. Student writing was
evaluated on three measures: cohesiveness, persuasiveness, and ability to revise drafts. The
present study focuses on ways of using two of these measures (cohesiveness and persuasiveness)
to improve English composition pedagogy with ESL (English as a Second Language) and nonESL students; the study is guided by the following research question: Is the quality of text
cohesiveness and text persuasiveness characterized by the presence or absence of specific sets of
linguistic features? Corpus linguistics techniques are utilized in this exploratory study. The
results are expected to shed light on the linguistic characteristics of good writing, thus assisting
ESL and non-ESL writing instructors in the development of pedagogical materials.
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Measuring Competence in LI and L2 Development: Natural Speech v. Elicited Imitation v.
Grammatical Judgment v. Translation

Donna E. West, Assistant Professor, International Communications and Culture
David Emke, Graduate Student
Grace Chrysler, Laurel Frega, Undergraduate Students
Measuring the state of competence within the target language (LI and/or L2) presents a number
of challenges. Often testing instruments evaluate performance, rather than competence, which is
likely to either under or over estimate the target language state of development. Other challenges
entail the degree to which forms are associated with meanings, together with the accuracy of
such form-function connections. Advantages and disadvantages of four distinct testing
approaches are discussed: natural speech, elicited imitation, grammatical judgment and
translation. The tests' appropriateness to child/adult populations constitutes an additional focus.
The format of certain evaluative types fail to elicit the potential of learners' knowledge base,
e.g., grammatical judgment tasks for child learners. The expectation is two fold: 1) to increase
the likelihood of competence, as opposed to performance measures and 2) to facilitate awareness
of alternative language methods for evaluating developmental advances and native-like levels.
Concession and Contrast in Academic Writing: A Corpus-Based Study

Nery Miluska Manrique Alcantrara, Graduate Student
The analysis of several ESL (English as a Second Language) textbooks has revealed that they
rarely address the linguistic characteristics of academic writing. Subordination is one of the
grammatical features that characterize academic writing and pose great difficulty to English
language learners. Concessive clauses are used to express concession and contrast and are very
frequent in academic writing. However, they are rarely appropriately explained and exemplified
in ESL textbooks. This corpus-based study analyzes the use of concessive conjunctions (even
though, though, although, whereas, and while) in a corpus of academic prose. Concordancing
methodology, a technique often used in corpus linguistics, is utilized to compare the stylistic use
of these conjunctions. Results revealed important differences related to punctuation, collocations,
and the distribution (initial, medial, and final positions) of these subordinators in a sentence. The
findings of this investigation have important implications for ESL teaching and pedagogical
materials development.
Disaster Species and the End-Triassic mass Extinction: New Data From Tirol Austria
Christopher McRoberts, Associate Professor, Geology
Adriel Shea, Undergraduate Student
Recent paleontologic/paleoecological field-work at several stratigraphic sections in the Northern
Calcareous Alps of Austria provides new insights into the biotic crisis affecting marine life some
200 million years ago. The extinction affected nearly 70 % of marine species and is one of the
five largest in the Phanerozoic. In Tirol, the extinction is geologically abrupt and coincides with
a loss of carbonate-producing organisms (shelly and reefal biota) and is closely associated with a
dramatic perturbation in the global carbon cycle. A low-diversity post-extinction disaster and
recovery fauna, dominated by bivalve mollusks, appears 1-10 cm above the crisis horizon.
Similar ecologic response to extinction is noted from other Triassic/Jurassic boundary sections in
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Europe and North America, and provides important means of correlation and interpretation of
diversity/extinction dynamics. Paleoecological characterization of this disaster/recovery suggests
the bivalves to be opportunistic ecologic minimalists and may be the marine equivalent of a
"fern-spike" as well known in the terrestrial realm at this and other extinction events such as that
which occurred at the end of the Cretaceous.
Nanotechnology - The Next Industrial Revolution

Arden P. Zipp, Distinguished Teaching Professor, Chemistry
This presentation will provide an overview of the new field of nanotechnology - the creation and use
of devices ranging in size from a nanometer (nm, a billionth of a meter) to 100 nm. The discussion
will include: a description of the techniques used to create and manipulate such tiny objects, the
special properties that species of this size exhibit, and the reasons that many scientists suggest that
nanotechnology represents the next industrial revolution. Potential concerns and health hazards will
also be addressed.
Experimental Study of Carbon Tetrachloride Hydrolysis

Peter Jeffers, Professor Emeritus, Chemistry
The hydrolysis of carbon tetrachloride is reported over the temperature range 30 to 70 C.
Solutions of about 350 ppm carbon tetrachloride in deionized water are prepared and placed
either in small sealed glass bulbs or in a zero headspace reactor and are heated in a constant
temperature bath. The heated solutions are sampled using ion chromatography for chloride ion
production as a function of time, allowing calculation of the hydrolysis rate constant. This study
allows extrapolation of the rate constant to groundwater temperature of 16 C and will be used to
help determine if a carbon tetrachloride groundwater plume at the Department of Energy
Hanford Site in Richland, WA will require remediation beyond "natural attenuation".
Current Developments of Academic Intervention Services in Mathematics

Mark Rauch Graduate Student
A new and prominent focus of curriculum in high schools across the state is Academic
Intervention Services (AIS). This presentation will examine the concept of AIS from a historical
perspective and the idea that AIS may have developed out of the "Math Lab" model of the
1980's. The social and political issues that may have led to the establishment of AIS in the first
place will also be discussed. With the changing legislation and the revised New York State
mathematics curriculum, AIS has also been shifting to suit the needs of schools. An analysis of
how AIS is working in New York State will be provided as well as information regarding
possible modifications that have been implemented by school districts across the state as a direct
result of the changes in the mathematics curriculum.
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Effective Strategies for Teaching Students with Learning Disabilities

Bridget Ainsworth, Graduate Student
Students with learning disabilities often have a block or some break in their understanding of
basic mathematics skills. This makes it difficult to process or explain the material taught in a
higher level course. Students with learning disabilities were often allowed to "pass'" to the next
grade level without mastery of necessary mathematics skills. Although these students have "aged
out" of the elementary level, they are missing the prerequisite skills for higher-level
mathematics. This situation results in a lack of success in higher level mathematics courses
because mathematics is dependent on sequential learning. As educators we must find ways to
teach the material to students with learning disabilities so that they can be given the opportunity
to be successful in higher level mathematics courses. This presentation will provide information
about (1) the relationship between learning disabilities and learning styles, (2) effective teaching
methods that can be used with mathematics students with learning disabilities, and (3) give
examples of mathematics classroom activities for students with learning disabilities.
A Comparison of the Educational Systems in New York State and Queensland, Australia
Shane Sint, Graduate Student
Understanding the educational system in which one teaches is important in the preparation of
future teachers. Student teaching abroad can influence one's teaching philosophy and provide
insight into how different educational systems function. This presentation will provide a crosscultural analysis of the educational systems in New York State and Queensland. Australia. A
comparison of the curriculum, teaching styles, learning styles, classroom management skills and
the educational standards that are specific to mathematics will also be presented.
Technology in the Classroom: The Interactive Whiteboard

Brittany Schenk, Graduate Student
The interactive whiteboard, such as the SMART board, has slowly been making its way into the
classroom. It is becoming a more commonplace technological tool for use in every discipline,
especially in mathematics. This presentation will provide the results of a study conducted in a
local high school regarding the effects of the use of an interactive whiteboard in the mathematics
classroom on student achievement. Information will also be provided on the training that is
provided by a specific school district so that teachers can learn to adequately use newly acquired
technology, such as the SMART board. Finally, information about teacher's attitudes towards
the use of a SMART board in the mathematics classroom will be presented.
The State of Campus Accessibility for Students, Faculty, Staff, and Community Members
with Disabilities
The Mission of the Institute for Disability Studies, a consortium of SUN Y Cortland faculty and
staff members and professionals from the Cortland Community, involves 1) teaching about
disability issues, 2) research with partnerships, 3) community outreach. Members of the Institute
will present this symposium focusing on campus accessibility for students, faculty, staff, and
community members with disabilities. Preliminary results from a series of survey and qualitative
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studies will be presented. An overview on the Inclusive Recreation Resource Center (IRRC),
administered through the Recreation and Leisure Studies Department, and funded by the New
York State Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities also will be provided. Finally, a
round-table discussion of various issues and programs related to individuals with disabilities
from the SUNY Cortland and Cortland community will be included.
A New Statewide Inclusive Recreation Resource Center at SUNY Cortland

Lynn S. Anderson, Professor and Chair, Recreation and Leisure Studies
Beginning January, 2007, SUNY Cortland will be home to a statewide Inclusive
Recreation Resource Center (IRRC). This Center, administered through the Recreation
and Leisure Studies Department, is being established through renewable funding from
the New York State Planning Council on Developmental Disabilities. The mission of the
IRRC will be to promote and sustain participation by people with disabilities in
inclusive recreation activities and resources throughout the state.
Pre-service Teachers' Perceptions of Disability in Context: A Qualitative Study by
Inclusive Special Education Majors

Judy K. C. Bentley, Assistant Professor, Foundations and Social Advocacy
Since the Fall 2005 Semester, as an optional opportunity within the course work for FSA
280/281, SUNY-Cortland's inclusive special education majors have chosen to participate
in a qualitative study of the unique "family practicum" that comprises their curriculum.
Students spend 25 hours with a child with a disability and his or her family, in the home
and community environments. Participating Cortland area families are assigned through
the Franziska Racker Center. Students' journals and final case studies serve as data in an
ongoing qualitative study: Pre-service Teachers' Perceptions of Disability in Context.
The study is conducted from a Disability Studies perspective, which views disability as a
social construct, rather than a labeled medical pathology. Students arc the instruments of
their own learning; and no traditional special education textbooks are used.
Environmental Science Seminar Class Panel Presentation: Energy Production and the
Environment

Christopher P. Cirmo, Professor and Chair, Geology; Coordinator, Environmental Science
Undergraduate Students of ENS 486
All technologies used for the production of consumable energy (currently in the form of
electricity production) require the use of both limited and/or renewable and non-renewable
resources. Most economic and human progress in the "developed world is measured by access
to cheap and available electrical power. With continuing population growth and resource
limitations, it is incumbent on humans to define the extent of environmental impact which is
"acceptable" to society in obtaining this power. This session will consist of a panel
presentation/discussion focusing on the major technologies of electrical power production (fossil
fuel, hydroelectric, wind, nuclear, and solar power) toward determining the seen and unseen
impacts of each technology. Results will be presented based on student research projects, visits
and seminars with corporate providers of each of these energy technologies.
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PWR 398: How Students use "Real World" Writing to Focus Skills and Professionalism

Meredith Keymel, Michele Ryan, Lisa Doyle, Jamie Riley, Undergraduate Students
Tim Emerson, Lecturer, English
To the professional world, "rhetorical purpose" means "results," so PWR 398 (Business Writing)
students tackle actual professional writing projects. This approach sharpens student appreciation
for what skills they bring to the "real world," promotes those skills effectively, and generates a
portfolio of professional products (and professional software skills) for their resumes. Four
students studying diverse degrees/concentrations (Public Relations & Advertising, Business
Economics, Media Production, Professional Writing) share their process, products, and insights
gleaned from this study. Their points include moving from grades to successful excellence when
the competition is also excellent, how just "getting out there" is insufficient for success, how
even frequently falling short builds competitive skills and professionalism, and the importance of
learning to manage multiple tasks, balancing perfectionism and realistic expectations. Students
also note how this course of study improves their ability to focus their ideas, to read more
critically, and to write anything more effectively.
Electoral Pioneers: SUNY Cortland Students' Poll Worker Project

Diane Longo, Undergraduate Student
On November 7, 2006, 26 SUNY Cortland students pioneered a move to create a more cohesive
approach to civic engagement by serving as Election Day poll workers and poll assistants. Their
work helped reinforce county government support for SUNY Cortland's pilot Poll Worker
program; their work also helped strengthen campus-community ties, and it led to at least two
new civics-based initiatives. Evaluation of the Poll Worker project holds lessons for community
organizers, agency supervisors, and educators. Longo will explain this initiative's background,
challenges, and successes.
Teaching Innovation: Reforming the Teaching of Technology to Preservice Teachers

Shufang Shi, Assistant Professor, Childhood/Early Childhood Education
Cynthia Sarver, Assistant Professor, English
From different disciplines, Shufang Shi and Cynthia Sarver both perceived the need to define
best practices for technology integration in preservice teacher education. Approaching this
problem from opposite ends of the spectrum - Shufang from a technology skills course and
Cynthia from an English methods one - both endeavored to integrate stand-alone technologies
with pedagogical approaches within their respective disciplines. Shufang explored ways to
ensure that the technical skills she teaches are combined with a framework for using technology
that would enhance learning in her students' future classrooms. And Cynthia, on the other hand,
explored ways to integrate technological know-how into her methods course, so that her students
might meaningfully extend traditional approaches to teaching reading and writing. The research
they conducted together last fall, with the generous support of the Faculty Development Center's
Teaching Innovation Grant, provides a model for integrating technology and course content in
teacher education programs.
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On the Edge: English Language Arts Teachers Revising a Profession

Karen Stearns, Assistant Professor, English
What can we learn about educational reform from studying how and why master teachers'
practice evolves over long careers? This longitudinal study focuses on the courage of a small
sample of veteran English/Language Arts teachers who have been reinventing a profession, the
"English" teacher, within a changing paradigm marked by significant struggle and contestation
over notions of literacy practice and pedagogy. Steams' presentation explores how late stage
career English Language Arts teachers characterized as "progressive" by either themselves,
colleagues or administrators, have learned, changed and survived over long careers and how they
have reinvented their notions of what teaching and learning are in English Language Arts
classrooms. These are teachers "on the edge" of significant shifts in the wider discourse of
English Language Arts philosophy and practice, who have negotiated, suffered and/or ignored
challenges to their practice. The research locates shifts in middle and high school teachers"
reading and writing pedagogies marked by writing process; reader response; and, to some extent,
developments in critical theory; an expanded canon emphasizing more multicultural and/or
literature written for a young adult audience; and new communications technologies within a
more student-centered classroom. Steams explores the relationship between teacher education,
the implications for research into and reform of pre- and in-service teacher development, and
these teachers' lives and work.
Digital History: The Past in Pods and Video
Kevin B. Sheets, Associate Professor
Students from HIS 290 Historical Methods
Recent developments which have made technology more accessible and easier to use have
opened opportunities for historians to present the past in dynamic and creative ways. Students in
Historical Methods share their research into Cortland's history by presenting short video
documentaries and podcasts. As an alternative to the traditional history essay, these visual and
audio presentations evoke the past by bringing to life the sights and sounds of Cortland's history.
These "documentarians" share their thoughts on the process of making (digital) history.
Cyber Bullying: How Does It Affect Adolescent Females?

Emily M. Cittadino, Undergraduate Student
Caroline Kaltefleiter, Associate Professor, Communication Studies;Coordinator,
Women's Studies
While our dependence on technology increases, as do the risks associated with the use of the
internet. Currently the issue of cyber bullying is one that has an impact on many school aged
children. This panel discussion is designed to create an open discussion about adolescent females
and cyber bullying. Cittadino will provide a general over view of the current situation and will be
prepared with questions for the discussion participants.

51

CONCURRENT SESSIONS IV
3:00-4:15 p.m.
Between a Rock and a Hard Place: Student Teachers and "No Child Left Behind":
Perspectives of the Student Teaching Supervisor and Cooperating Teacher

Heather Bridge, Assistant Professor, Childhood/Early Childhood Education
Diane Richards, Lecturer, Literacy; Kindergarten Cooperating Teacher, Caryl E. Adams
Elementary School, Whitney Point, NY
As a result of "No Child Left" Behind and the consequent pressure on children to "perform well"
on standardized tests, many developmentally-appropriate early-childhood practices in pre-K grade 2 classrooms go by the way side. A common cry from teachers is that there is no longer
time for children to learn through play in the block and socio-dramatic areas. Instead, too many
teachers use commercially-produced, scripted manuals to teach children a skills-based literacy
curriculum. Instructional time in the form of "skill and drill" is taking precedence over a more
child-centered curriculum. Student teachers entering such early childhood classrooms find
themselves wedged between the competing requirements of fitting in with school literacy
programs and yet, at the same time, fulfilling SUNY Cortland's National Council for the
Accreditation for Teacher Education (NCATE) standards. A student teaching supervisor and
cooperating teacher examine the student teacher's dilemma, the implications of "No Child Left
Behind" on teacher education programs and suggest strategies that supervisors and cooperating
teachers can implement to ensure that early childhood student teachers use best practices during
student teaching in the early grades.
Incorporating Ecological Perspectives in Teacher Education

Joseph Rayle, Associate Professor and Chair, Foundations and Social Advocacy
This is a report on the results of an effort, funded through a Teaching Innovation Grant, to
incorporate ecological perspectives in teacher education. A serious criticism of teacher
education is its failure to empower teachers (Regenspan, 2002), resulting in an educational
system that fails to challenge the practices that reproduce the various social inequalities in our
society. Historically, proposals for educational change have been somewhat narrow in their
focus (Tyack, 1997; Ravitch, 2000). Further, there has been a failure to seriously examine the
purposes of education in a way that interrogates the relationship of formal education to social
and cultural practices, especially with regard to the implications our current educational
trajectory hold for the future (Griffen, 2003; Postman, 1996). Assignments, theory, and
classroom practice will be presented.
Children and Nature: What is Really Going on Out There?

Lynn Anderson, Professor and Chair, Recreation and Leisure Studies
Sharon Todd, Associate Professor, Recreation and Leisure Studies
Donna Dvoracek, Jackie Johnston, Elizabeth Rinaldo, Charles Robillard,Graduate
Students
In his landmark book, "Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Deficit
Disorder," Richard Louv makes a compelling case for the need for children to spend
unstructured play time in nature. He presents a bleak picture of the consequences of a childhood
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without experience in nature and asserts that children are no longer playing outdoors. However,
there is little empirical evidence that documents how much time children do actually spend
outside, and how they feel about the time they spend in nature. The purpose of this study is to
understand, from a child's perspective, the relationship children have with nature. Fifth-grade
students in an urban and rural school district were surveyed to learn about their experiences in
nature. In addition, focus groups were conducted with teachers and parents. The results of the
study will help us understand how to encourage children to spend time in nature.
The New Spanish Comedy
Wesley Weaver, Professor, International Communications and Culture
This presentation will explore the a new type of comedy emerging in Spanish cinema, a peculiar
cultural expression which of late has been dominated by the enormous success of Spain's chief
cultural export, the director Pedro Almodovar. Almodovar's slaughter of the sacred cows of
Spanish tradition, as well as his enthusiasm for displaying numerous cultural taboos have
resulted in the creation of some of the more memorable ''art films" of recent years, such as Todo
sohre mi madre, Mujeres al horde de un ataque de nervios, Tacones lejanos, Ley del deseo,
Matador, and La mala educacion. These "scandalous" displays of counterculture mores,
coupled with Spain's aggressive, sometimes violent pursuit of democracy, have forever changed
the cinematic gaze of reality in the peninsula. Almodovar's success has presented a severe
challenge for budding Spanish film makers, who seek to eschew the trite, lachrymose
espanolada tradition as well as the passe constraints of social realism in the Spanish tragedy. In
my presentation I w ill display several video clips from the films of new directors such as
Santiago Segura. David Serrano, and Emilio Lazaro, with the objective of presenting a clear
image of how Spaniards laugh at themselves nowadays, and what this laughter has to say about
who they are a young, thirty-something democracy.
The Rise and Fail of Tin Pan Alley
Thomas S. Hischak, Professor, Performing Arts
From about 1885 to the 1950s, the popular music business flourished in America under the label
"Tin Pan Alley" and sheet music, piano rolls, records, radio and television promoted songs that
captured the spirit of the country. How did this unique institution come about? Where and how
did it exist? And why did it disappear? This presentation will explore the life and legacy of Tin
Pan Alley and song selections from its heyday will be heard and discussed.
The Spanish Civil War Updated by the Russian Archives
Gordon Beadle, Professor Emeritus, History
No event in modern times has been the subject of so much partisan debate as the Spanish Civil
War. But much, perhaps most of what has been written, was so highly partisan that truth was the
first casualty. George Orwell, among others, was convinced that a true and honest history of the
Spanish Civil War could never be written because he realized that it would require access to the
Spanish Communist and Fascist archives, as well as the appropriate Russian, German, and Italian
archives, which once seemed beyond even the possibility of hope. But so it has come to pass.
The Russian archives are of special interest in that they provide documentation and proof of the
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controversial assertion that the Soviet Union undermined and destroyed the Republican
revolution in Spain. In addition to providing more documentation to support the assertion that
the Russians dominated the CPUSA, the Russian sources also follow up the careers in Soviet
espionage that American and foreign Civil War veterans pursued after the conflict. Clearly, the
layers upon layers of myth and distortion are beginning to fall away. My paper will deal with the
Russian sources with respect to Spain and beyond.
Sudan: Reexamining Praetorianism, Gender, and Ethnicity in a Failed State

Seth N. Asumah, Professor, Political Science; Chair, African American Studies
Ibipo Johnston-Anumonwo, Professor, Geography
The euphoric prognosis surrounding the post independence era in African states about smooth
transition in governments has subsided. As a failed state, Sudan presents a unique opportunity to
reexamine the interrelationships among praetorianism. gender, and ethnicity. The participation
of civil society in Sudan's sustainable development has been punctuated by coups d'etat and
human rights violations against subordinate ethnic groups and women. In the Sudanese conflicts,
the rights of women are most often violated as a result of displacement and relocation. In this
presentation, particular emphasis is placed on an analysis of refugee camps as sites of violence
and spaces of marginalization of Black Sudanese women. Asumah and Johnston-Anumonwo
argue that the abuse of women and the rate of genocide in Sudan are concomitant with the nature
of Sudanese praetorian-style government and the qualities of a failed state that facilitate the
development of geopolitical constellations with stake holders of violence.
The Cortland Digital Atlas of New York State Historical Geography

Scott Anderson, Associate Professor, Geography
Kyle Ayers, Tiffany Edwards, Undergraduate Students
The Cortland Digital Atlas is a new initiative to make high quality computer maps available to
researchers and scholars worldwide working on topics related to the historical geography of New
York State. Available through the geography department's website, the Cortland Digital Atlas
will allow users to download maps in shapefile format, the standard format for computer maps
using Arcview and ArcGIS software. The atlas website will be interactive allowing for users not
only to acquire maps that may be used for any purpose, and to correct or improve them and
resubmit them. It will also encourage users to submit additional maps to the website. In this
presentation, Dr. Anderson, Mr. Ayers, and Ms. Edwards will demonstrate how the Atlas website
is structured. They will present maps they have created for the Atlas collection, and show how
they can provide valuable resources for researchers.
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Page to Stage: Cortland Creative Writers Read
Victoria Boynton, Associate Professor, English
Kevin Bahler, Rachel Crofut, Heather Cobb, Morgan Dunn, Diana Gallagher, Andy Kelly,
Cathrine Lata, Paul Murray, Yolanda Powell-Barnett, Liz Wolff, Whitney Worden,
Undergraduate Students
The written word is a powerful force, but when the written word comes to life in oral
performance, another kind of power exerts itself. The beauty, clarity, and hilarity of performed
language are increasingly evident on the national writing scene. In slam and spoken word
contests and in such hybrids as performance poetry as well as in popular radio shows such as
This American Life and Prairie Home Companion, oral renditions of writing have an important
place. Students in this session will perform their original written work.
Making it Relevant: A Roundtable Discussion of Multicultural Education for White
Teachers of White Students
Rachel B. Reinhard, Assistant Professor, History
Cynthia Sarver, Assistant Professor, English
Dawn Piatt, Megan Bottle, Jessica Brown, Diana Dame, Barbara Hoilings,
Charity Schneeberger, Jill Tabone, Staci Tedrow, Undergraduate Students
Because of the overwhelming number of our students who plan to return to and teach in middle
class white communities, many of our students initially perceive multicultural education as
irrelevant to their teacher preparation. Conceding that their classrooms may lack racial and
ethnic diversity, we have re-conceived our approach to teacher education, leading us to ask how
we can persuade our students of multicultural education's relevance to racially homogenous
classrooms. Using multicultural readings as an inquiry framework in our Social Studies and
English methods courses, we asked students to revise autobiographies composed early in the
term. Through these and other reflective writing assignments, our students have begun to
acknowledge how difference and power align in apparently homogenous environments and the
potential relevance of multicultural education for their imagined future classrooms. In this
roundtable discussion, professors and students will reflect upon the study, discuss student
perceptions, and brainstorm next steps.
The Role of the French Socialist Party on the Immigration Policies of the Popular Front
C. Stasse Perkins, Graduate Student
This paper examines French immigration policies and attitudes by the French Socialist Party
during the Popular Front government between 1936 and 1938. The government was headed by
Leon Blum who was sympathetic to immigration. The paper focuses on Spanish immigration to
France during these years especially as viewed in the pages of Le Populaire, a French socialist
journal, and in the writings of Leon Blum.
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By Any Means Necessary: Klaus Barbie, the United States Government, and Communism
Joseph Guiffrida, Graduate Student
Klaus Barbie was a notorious war criminal responsible for the deaths of hundreds of Jews in
occupied France. And yet the United States Government chose to work with him after he was to
hunt down "communists." When Barbie became to "hot" to work with United States officials
helped him to escape to South America. This paper examines the relationship between Barbie
and United States officials after the war and why the U.S. government chose to work with him.
Connecting Theory and Practice: Legal Internship Research

James Lehman, David Naples, Jessica Marshall, Undergraduate Students
Political Science internship students conduct original research related to their field placements.
The students participating in this presentation have researched topics stemming from their
internship experiences in the Office of Cortland County Judge Ames and the Office of Onondaga
County District Attorney Fitzpatrick. Their experiences in the local legal community have
exposed them to myriad cases and legal problems that both challenge and support the theoretical
work in their courses. The research papers allow them to bridge the gaps and make connections
between their offices and classrooms.
New Lives from Old Goods: Identity Transformation in the US Garage Sale
Gretchen Herrmann, Reference Bibliographer for the Social Sciences, Library
This paper focuses on changes of life status and personal identity that are realized through the
trade of used goods in the US garage sale. Much garage sale participation is relatively mundane,
yet many sales make a larger statement about self and status through the context of the goods for
sale. Such sales have a transformational subtext: declarations that there will be no more children
(when selling remaining baby items), celebration of two families blending (when winnowing
possessions down to one household), or ridding oneself of marriage gone sour (when selling a
soon to be ex-spouse's effects). Such sales function as modern consumer rites of passage; even
practical moving sales demarcate the transition from one locale to the next. Given the "liminoid"
character of garage sales, with their egalitarian ethos and generalized sense of community, they
provide the matrix within which to foster such rites of passage.
Performance as a Function of Feelings, Thoughts and Contracts

Merle L. Canfield, Associate Director, Institutional Research and Assessment
It is the contract that makes people human-both the good and the bad. Feelings identify needs
and generate desires that motivate people. Cognitive maps are guides that lead to the alleviation
of needs and attainment of desires. Positive contracts specify the performance to alleviate needs
and attain desires. Whether meeting a friend for lunch, saying "I do" in a marriage ceremony,
teaching a child to walk, complaining about taxes, arguing about whether something was done,
or helping someone in need, it is the combination of feelings, cognitions, and contracts that
determines performance. Most of the above examples imply a fulfillment of positive contracts
but there are also contracts that are not fulfilled and contracts that hurt. Contract fulfillment
(performance) is a function of feelings (affect), thoughts (cognition) and contracts
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(consociation). In the tradition of the early learning theorists this general theory is presented as
p=F*T*C (performance equals feelings times thoughts times contracts). However, the present
theory is not a drive reduction theory and probably not a behavior theory.

History, Ethics, and Religious Issues of Circumcision
Stephanie VanHamlin, Undergraduate Student
In our society, male circumcision is considered a normal, "natural part of life. Female
circumcision, or female genital mutilation, on the other hand, is not only considered abhorrent, it
is illegal for those under eighteen. The focus of this presentation will be to show that male
circumcision is genital mutilation; is as physically gruesome, and as morally reprehensible as
female circumcision. It will also address the issues of parental autonomy, particularly in relation
to Jewish tradition. This presentation will cover the history of male and female circumcision,
anatomical function of the foreskin, bioethics, parental autonomy, and religious ceremony. To
expand the idea of bioethics, the nine principles of medical ethics adopted by the American
Medical Association which "are not laws, but standards of conduct which define the essentials of
honorable behavior for the physician," will be discussed and consequently shown to be violated
by the routine circumcision of infant males.

The Impact of HIV-Related Stigma on HIV Care and Prevention Providers
Michael Reece, Assistant Professor, Indiana University
Amanda Tanner, Associate Instructor, Indiana University
Stephen J. Karpiak, Director, Aids Community Research Initiative of America
Kathryn E. Coffey, Assistant Professor, Health
Very little is known about the extent to which HIV care and prevention providers who work for
U.S. community-based organizations are affected by the types of stigma that have been well
documented as impacting those living with HIV and those who provide direct care to these
individuals. To explore the existence and characteristics of this phenomenon, the HIV Provider
Stigma Scale was developed and administered to 795 HIV service providers in 47 U.S. states.
Stigma levels were higher among those whose sexual orientation was reported as heterosexual
and those who had worked in the HIV field for less than five years. Those with the highest
levels of stigma also reported decreased levels of social and occupational functioning. The extent
to which the social stigmas of HIV and AIDS impact those who work professionally in the field
could have important implications for the continued sustainability of the workforce, particularly
in areas of the world with still developing HIV service infrastructures.

Wanna Know What We Know? Systematic Observations of Human Behavior in Everyday
Life: In Restaurants, Dance Studios, Classrooms, Homes, and on the Street
Paul D. Luyhen, Associate Professor, Psychology
Human behavior is fascinating. We all have perceptions about what people are doing and how
often they are doing it. Students in several of my classes have done projects to find out "what is
really going on" in a wide variety of settings of interest to them. The purpose of this
presentation is to give these students an opportunity to share with you some of the knowledge
they have gained by doing systematic observations of human behavior. All of the participants
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have done these field observation projects as a way to learn more about the content of the class
they are taking with me and to learn about some topic or problem of interest to them. It turns out
that observing behavior is one of those things that "sounds simple and does hard." Each project
involves selecting one or more target behaviors, creating operational definitions of the behaviors,
developing an observation system that is suitable to the problem they select, learning to obtain
reliability measures by using independent observations obtained by two observers, collecting the
data, and making graphs to represent the findings - all of them skills that are necessary for doing
research in psychology. (Some of these students plan to follow up these projects with
experiments - but more about that in the presentations.) These are a few of the projects that have
been completed recently.
Aggressive Behavior in Twin Brothers with Autism

Michele Carter, Saara Lemetyinen, Undergraduate Students
Aggression in the home is always stressful, sometimes physically harmful, and often
difficult to manage. In this project we used direct observation and event recording to
obtain an understanding of the aggressive behaviors of two twin boys who are both on the
autism spectrum. By taking systematic observations and conducting a functional
assessment, we have come to a fuller understanding of why the aggression occurs - what
triggers it and maintains it - and developed leads for interventions that may reduce the
level of aggression. This presentation will show some of the data we collected and
include a discussion of our attempts to reduce the aggression.
Lost Time in a High School Classroom
Tim Lloyd, Bonnie Silverman, Undergraduate Students
This study was designed to find out how much time is lost in a high school classroom.
We developed an observation system to determine the average amount of time that was
not spent teaching or working on appropriate tasks. The setting was an honors level high
school math class. Our goal was to see if there was any significant lost time that could be
used more productively.
Effects of Smiles on Patron's Responses to Servers
Sarah Halligan, Undergraduate Student
Have you ever walked into a restaurant and had your mood suddenly change? Could the
server's response have affected your mood? Come find out just how much a waitresses
and waiters facial expressions influence the responsiveness of patrons. Two servers,
male and female, observed customers' rates of smiles and "Thank yous" as a function of
whether or not the servers smiled at the customers. I will share our data and discuss some
future projects on the relationship between servers and customers.
Cell Phone Use While Driving Around Town

Lori Orlowski, Joseph Tutko, Undergraduate Students
Aware of the negative press concerning cell phone use while driving, we were interested
to see how many drivers use cell phones while driving around town in Cortland. We
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observed drivers in three locations, including one that was adjacent to the Police
Department. Sadly, during the time of our observations, two women were struck by a
driver who was talking on his cell phone while making a turn; one of the women later
died. We compare out data with national statistics on cell phone use while driving and
across three settings within the community.
Observations of On-task Behavior during Rehearsals in a Dance Troupe

Jennica Schuster, Undergraduate Student
Off-task behavior is often a problem in dance studios because of the opportunities for
independent work. I am a member of a dance company and became interested in
quantifying the amount of off-task behavior that occurs during practices. After several
false starts last semester, I developed a method to reliably record off-task behavior of the
dancers and obtained data on their performance over time. Currently, I am designing and
will be implementing an intervention to attempt to increase the amount of on task
behavior for the company. I e xpect that the intervention will increase their amount of on
task behavior and produce an overall improvement in rehearsal productivity.

CLOSING SESSION
4:30-5:15 p.m.
Moffett Center, Front Lawn
Teaching Art, Chemistry, and History with Molten Iron

Vaughn C. Randall, Assistant Professor, Art and Art HistoryStudents in Art and Art History
This interactive presentation will demonstrate a rapidly vanishing industrial technique for
producing cast iron using the cupola. American industry has all but abandoned the use of the
cupola in favor of more advanced and cost efficient methods of melting. Contemporary artists,
however, are increasingly adopting the process. All of the equipment necessary is readily built by
the artist in a small shop. The running of a furnace becomes an event and raises public awareness
of the art form. The labor intense process requires teamwork and builds community. The event
will be used to teach history, chemistry, as well as sculpture. The Scholars Day performance
will be evaluated to develop a public outreach program aimed at regional high schools for the
purposes of education as well as recruitment for the university.
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